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AGENDA

1. Welcome

2. Introductions

3. Reports/Updates from LOC, GPO, Clerk, Secretary

4. Reports/Updates from civil society organizations

5. Time for Questions and Answers

6. Announcements/Closing

Meeting ends at 12:00 pm EST



The 
Bulk Data 
Task Force

The Bulk Data Task Force is a partnership of 
representatives from various Legislative Branch 
Agencies including the—

• House of Representatives, 

• Senate, 

• Library of Congress, 

• Government Publishing Office,

• Government Accounting Office 

that work in a cooperative manner to coordinate and 
accomplish openness and transparency goals.  



The 
Bulk Data 
Task Force

• created in 2012 to focus on increased 
dissemination of congressional information via 
bulk data

• current work goes beyond bulk data

• meets internally with Legislative Branch 
organizations to coordinate projects and other 
transparency and modernization initiatives

• meets with civil society organizations



The 
Bulk Data 
Task Force

Recommendation by the Select Committee on the 
Modernization of Congress to—

• Make permanent the Bulk Data Task Force and 
rename it the Congressional Data Task Force.

*Page 35, item #47 of the final report for the 116th Congress

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GPO-CRPT-
116hrpt562/pdf/GPO-CRPT-116hrpt562.pdf

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GPO-CRPT-116hrpt562/pdf/GPO-CRPT-116hrpt562.pdf


PREPARE



MANAGE



DISTRIBUTE



ARCHIVE/PRESERVE



Data Exchange: Simple

More comprehensive workflows can be found on the Innovation Hub: 

https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/resources/



THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK
Updates from 



Response to Public Health Emergency

Electronic submission of legislative documents

• Bills and resolutions (eHopper)

• Committee reports

• Other material

Proxy voting

• https://clerk.house.gov/ProxyLetter

• To date, over 1400 letters are posted



New item due to House Rules change



Deployment of new BioGuide site



Reports Due to the Adoption of 
H. Res. 756 on March 10, 2020

• https://cha.house.gov/modernization-reports

– Under the committee activity tab

https://cha.house.gov/modernization-reports


Large bills and the ecosystem

H.R. 133, Consolidated Appropriations, FY 2021
– Engrossed Amendment in House (EAH): 5,432 pages

– Enrollment (ENR): 2,124 pages

H.R. 8352 116th

– Introduced House (IH) : 4,435 pages

H.R. 6395, NDAA, FY 2021
– Engrossed House (EH) – 3,470 pages

– Placed on the Calendar Senate (PCS) – 3,470 pages

H. R. 133 ENR on its way to the Senate (signature); 12/24/2020

Photo courtesy of the staff in Legislative Operations, Office of the Clerk



Comparative Print Project
United States House of Representatives



Three types of comparisons

Document to document

Amendments contained in a 
legislative proposal to current law

Changes in existing law (Ramseyer/Cordon)

Amendments to legislative 
proposal

Committee amendments

Floor amendments



Changes to existing law 



Challenges: Finding provisions in Federal Law

No single unified code

• U.S. Code

• Statutes at Large

• Statute Compilations

• Other law (Revised Statutes of the United States, Uniform Code of Federal Evidence, Tariff 
Tables,…)

Draft to several sources

No single effective date; conditional effective dates



Data Standards

United States Legislative Markup 
(USLM)

• https://github.com/usgpo/uslm

Oasis LegalDocML or Akoma Ntoso

• http://www.akomantoso.org/

https://github.com/usgpo/uslm
http://www.akomantoso.org/


What do the Natural 
Language Processors 

need to do?

• Recognize
• Interpret
• Retrieve
• Execute



Challenges: Interpreting Amendatory Instructions

strike “Chief” and insert 
“director”.

At the end of Title 15, add 
this new section…

Strike subsection (e) and 
insert a new (e) and (f), 

redesignate (f), (g), (h) as 
(g), (h), and (i).

Amended to read as 
follows:

in paragraph (9), as so 
redesignated, by 

striking “325(b)(7)” and 
inserting “325”; and

in subsection (j), as so 
redesignated—
• in paragraph (3), as so 

redesignated, by 
striking “122(j)” and 
inserting “122(g)”;



Bill to bill differences



Changes and Differences Comparison variation 
two



Changes and Differences Comparison variation one



Trust: A Drafter’s Viewpoint
Wade Ballou, Legislative Counsel

U.S. House of Representatives



Demonstration
Happy path



Kirsten Gullickson

Office of the Clerk

U.S. House of Representatives

Kirsten.Gullickson@mail.house.gov

For more information: 

USGPO.GITHUB.IO/INNOVATION/

Thank you



AGENDA

1. Welcome

2. Introductions

3. Reports/Updates from LOC, GPO, Clerk, Secretary

4. Reports/Updates from civil society organizations and others

5. Time for Questions and Answers

6. Announcements/Closing

Meeting ends at 12:00 pm EST



AGENDA

1. Welcome

2. Introductions

3. Reports/Updates from GPO, LOC, Clerk, Secretary

4. Reports/Updates from civil society organizations 

5. Time for Questions and Answers

6. Announcements/Closing

Meeting ends at 12:00 pm EST



Other items

• Job Openings with the House
https://www.house.gov/employment/positions-with-other-house-
organizations

Clerk

– Software Engineer II (Full Stack Developer –
Backend focus) 

– Senior Database Administrator

– Software Engineer II (Full Stack Developer –
Frontend focus)

– Senior IT Business and Systems Analyst

CAO

– Deputy Chief Information Officer

– Technical Project Manager

– Senior Internet Systems Engineer (DevOps)

– Application Systems Administrator (PeopleSoft)

Resources and other information:

https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/

https://www.house.gov/employment/positions-with-other-house-organizations
https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/
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