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Congressional 

Data 
Task Force

The Task Force is a partnership of representatives from 
various Legislative Branch Agencies including the—

• House of Representatives, 

• Senate, 

• Library of Congress, 

• Government Publishing Office,

• Government Accounting Office 

that work in a cooperative manner to coordinate and 
accomplish openness and transparency goals.  



The 
Congressional 

Data
Task Force

• The Bulk Data Task Force was created in 2012 to 
focus on increased dissemination of 
congressional information via bulk data

• current work goes beyond bulk data

➢ meets internally with Legislative Branch 
organizations to coordinate projects and other 
transparency and modernization initiatives

➢ meets with civil society organizations

The name changed to the Congressional Data Task 
Force on June 21, 2022



Legislative Branch Innovation Hub

https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/



AGENDA

1. Welcome, Background, and Announcements

2. Reports/Updates from civil society organizations 

3. Reports/Updates from LOC, GPO, Clerk, Secretary 

4. Time for Discussion/Questions and Answers

5. Announcements/Closing

Meeting ends at 4:00 pm EST



Housekeeping Items

The meeting will be recorded and posted online at https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond during the meeting. 

Use the “raise hand” feature during the Q&A portion so we can unmute your mic.

Make sure the name displayed is you.  Using the chat, please share a little about yourself.  Suggestions: 
your name, where you work, and expectations for this meeting.

Meeting will start at ~2:02 pm  and end at 4:00 pm EST
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PREPARE



MANAGE



DISTRIBUTE



ARCHIVE/PRESERVE



The paper 

version is the 

official document 

of record.



Adding a digital layer to a 
centuries-old paper process



Online means more 
than just the 
electronic 
representation of 
the paper document



The Solution

Structured Data

Formats: XML, JSON, HTML… 

GPO Developer Hub at GovInfo.gov/developers

The three characteristics that documents 
share:

▪ Presentation: how the content looks

▪ Structure: how the content is organized

▪ Semantics: what does it mean



The Solution:
XML

USLM schema

//usgpo.github.io/innovation/reports/



The Solution:
JSON
HTML

Exciting news coming later in the meeting

from Robert Brammer with the Library of Congress

Matt Landgraf with the Government Publishing Office 
will share about responsive HTML



Data Exchange: Simple

More comprehensive workflows can be found on the Innovation Hub: 

https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/resources/



Adding a digital layer to a 
centuries-old paper process



Large bills and the ecosystem

H.R. 133, Consolidated Appropriations, FY 2021
– Engrossed Amendment in House (EAH): 5,432 pages

– Enrollment (ENR): 2,124 pages

H.R. 8352 116th

– Introduced House (IH) : 4,435 pages

H.R. 6395, NDAA, FY 2021
– Engrossed House (EH): 3,470 pages

H.R. 3684, Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (117th)
– Engrossed House (EH): 1,934 pages

– Enrollment (ENR) : 1,039 pages

H. R. 133 ENR on its way to the Senate (signature); 12/24/2020

Photo courtesy of the staff in Legislative Operations, Office of the Clerk



…since the 
last meeting

• 4/6/2022: Congressional Hackathon 4.0, April 6, 2022 -- The 
4th Official Bipartisan Hackathon in the U.S. Capitol --Hosted 
by Leaders Hoyer and McCarthy

• 4/28/2022: Committee on Modernization of Congress hearing 
on modernization the legislative process

• Last week—

– Internapalooza

– District Caseworker training



The 
Congressional Data 
Task Force

Name Change



Name change Excerpt: letter from Committee on House 
Administration date June 16, 2022



Name change
Excerpt: testimony by Clerk Cheryl Johnson 
before the Committee on the Modernization of 
Congress, Jan ‘22



Name 
change

47. Make permanent the Bulk Data Task Force and 

rename it the Congressional Data Task Force.

Select Committee on the Modernization of Congress

*Page 35, item #47 of the final report for the 116th Congress

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GPO-CRPT-116hrpt562/pdf/GPO-CRPT-

116hrpt562.pdf



Next on the Agenda

Yuri Beckelman, Select Committee on the Modernization of Congress



Next on the Agenda
civil society organizations, public 

interest advocates and others

• Daniel Schuman, Congressional Data Coalition, Demand Progress (8 
minutes)

• Lars Erik Schönander, Lincoln Network (8 minutes)

• Carl Malamud, Public Resource Organization (8 minutes)

time for discussion



Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  



Next on the Agenda
Legislative Branch organizations

• Library of Congress – Abby Weiss and Robert Brammer (18 minutes)

• Government Publishing Office – Lisa LaPlant and Matt Landgraf (15 
minutes)

• Senate Secretary’s Office – Arin  Shapiro (5 minutes)

• House Clerk’s Office – Veneice Smith (10 minutes)

time for discussion



Adding a digital layer to a 
centuries-old paper process



The physical hopper









Guided User Experience



Which one would you use?



Upcoming 
Product 
Releases



Other items

• Committee tools

• RFIs

• Committee vote 
database

• Common 
committee 
scheduling tool

• Lobby Disclosure 
system

• Member Information 
System (MIS)



Congressional 
Redistricting

Gain one Gain two Stay the Same Lose one

Five 
• Colorado
• Florida
• Montana
• North Carolina
• Oregon

One 
• Texas

37 Seven 
• California
• Illinois
• Michigan
• New York
• Ohio
• Pennsylvania
• West Virginia



AGENDA

1. Welcome and Background

2. Reports/Updates from civil society organizations

3. Reports/Updates from LOC, GPO, Clerk, Secretary

4. Time for Discussion/Questions and Answers

5. Announcements/Closing

Meeting ends at 4:00 pm EST



Resources
https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/



Next Meeting

Congressional Data Task Force

TBD for a date in Aug/Sept

2:00 to 4:00 pm EST



Thank you for attending!

Congressional Data Task Force – Public Meeting

Thursday, June 21, 2022



Kirsten Gullickson

Office of the Clerk

U.S. House of Representatives

Kirsten.Gullickson@mail.house.gov

For more information: 

USGPO.GITHUB.IO/INNOVATION/

Thank you


