
3/14/2023

1

Housekeeping Items
The meeting will be recorded and posted online at https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond during the meeting. 

Use the “raise hand” feature during the Q&A portion so we can unmute your mic.

Make sure the name displayed is you.  Using the chat, please share a little about yourself.  Suggestions: 
your name, where you work, and expectations for this meeting.

Meeting will start at ~2:01 pm  and end at 4:00 pm EST
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The 
Congressional Data 
Task Force

Public Meeting
Tuesday, March 14, 2023
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The 
Congressional 

Data 
Task Force

The Task Force is a partnership of representatives from 
various Legislative Branch Agencies including the—

• House of Representatives, 
• Senate, 
• Library of Congress, 
• Government Publishing Office,
• Government Accounting Office 

that work in a cooperative manner to coordinate and 
accomplish openness and transparency goals.  
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The 
Congressional 

Data
Task Force

• The Bulk Data Task Force was created in 2012 to 
focus on increased dissemination of 
congressional information via bulk data

• current work goes beyond bulk data
 meets internally with Legislative Branch 

organizations to coordinate projects and other 
transparency and modernization initiatives

 meets with civil society organizations
The name changed to the Congressional Data Task 
Force on June 21, 2022
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Legislative Branch Innovation Hub

https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/
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AGENDA

1. Welcome and Background
2. Reports/Updates from LOC, GPO, House, Senate
3. Reports/Updates from civil society organizations
4. Time for Discussion/Questions and Answers
5. Announcements/Closing

Meeting ends at 4:00 pm EST
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Housekeeping Items
The meeting will be recorded and posted online at https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond during the meeting. 

Use the “raise hand” feature during the Q&A portion so we can unmute your mic.

Make sure the name displayed is you.  Using the chat, please share a little about yourself.  Suggestions: 
your name, where you work, and expectations for this meeting.

Meeting will start at ~2:02 pm  and end at 4:00 pm EST
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The 
Congressional 

Data
Task Force

The Task Force is a partnership of representatives from 
various Legislative Branch Agencies including the—

• House of Representatives, 
• Senate, 
• Library of Congress, 
• Government Publishing Office,
• Government Accounting Office 

that work in a cooperative manner to coordinate and 
accomplish openness and transparency goals.  
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PREPARE
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MANAGE
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DISTRIBUTE
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ARCHIVE/PRESERVE
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The paper 
version is the 

official document 
of record.
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Adding a digital layer to a 
centuries-old paper process
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Online means more 
than just the 
electronic 
representation of 
the paper document
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The Solution

Structured Data
Formats: XML, JSON, HTML… 

GPO Developer Hub at GovInfo.gov/developers

The three characteristics that documents 
share:

 Presentation: how the content looks
 Structure: how the content is organized
 Semantics: what does it mean
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The Solution:
XML

USLM schema

//usgpo.github.io/innovation/reports/
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The Solution:
JSON
HTML

Continued excitement about

• the release of the Congress.gov API
• upcoming release of responsive HTML for bill text

• work being done regarding USLM and data 
modeling
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Data Exchange: Simple

More comprehensive workflows can be found on the Innovation Hub: 
https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/resources/
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Next on the Agenda
Legislative Branch organizations

Reports from
– The Government Publishing Office
– House Office of the Legislative Counsel/Office of the Law Revision Counsel
– The Library of Congress
– The House Clerk’s office
– The Senate Secretary’s office
– The Library of Congress
– The House CAO’s office
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Next on the Agenda
Legislative Branch organizations

Reports from
– The House Office of the Legislative Counsel/Office of the Law Revision 

Counsel
– The Library of Congress
– The House Clerk’s office
– The Senate Secretary’s office
– The Library of Congress
– The House CAO’s office
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What is current law? And when is it published?

Statute Compilations
• Compiled and maintained by the Office 

of Legislative Counsels

U.S. Code
• Compiled and maintained by the Office 

of the Law Revision Counsel
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Next on the Agenda
Legislative Branch organizations

Reports from
– The Library of Congress
– The House Clerk’s office
– The Senate Secretary’s office
– The House CAO’s office
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Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  
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Next on the Agenda
Legislative Branch organizations

Reports from
– The House Clerk’s Office
– The Senate Secretary’s office
– The House CAO’s office
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Change of Congress
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Release of Data

• Members-elect data was released before Opening Day
• Official Member data was released for the 118th Congress on 

opening day
------

• For duplicate name and salutations such as Ms/Mrs, use
– https://clerk.house.gov/member_info/duplicate-names-118.pdf
– Has a change log on the back page that is helpful throughout the 

Congress.
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Unique Identifiers

Members

BioGuide IDs
– A000370

https://bioguide.congress.gov/search/bio/A000370
https://clerk.house.gov/members/A000370

House Committees/Subcommittees

Historic four-digit code
– AG00

https://clerk.house.gov/committees/AG00
https://clerk.house.gov/committees/AG14
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HOUSE RULES CHANGES
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New 
Requirements 
for Introducing 

Legislation

Clause 7(c)(1) of Rule XII and Section 
3(c) of H. Res. 5 requires that all 
legislation introduced in the House be 
accompanied by Constitutional 
Authority and Single Subject 
Statements that convey (1) the specific 
powers granted to Congress in the U.S. 
Constitution to enact the accompanying 
bill or joint resolution and (2) the single 
subject of the bill or joint resolution. 
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Product 
Releases
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Next on the Agenda
Legislative Branch organizations

Reports from
– The Senate Secretary’s office
– The House CAO’s office
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Next on the Agenda
Legislative Branch organizations

Reports from
– The House CAO’s office
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Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  
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Next on the Agenda

Reports/updates from civil society organizations and others
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Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  
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AGENDA

1. Welcome and Background
2. Change of Congress activities in the House and the Senate
3. Reports/Updates from LOC, GPO, House, Senate
4. Reports/Updates from civil society organizations
5. Time for Discussion/Questions and Answers
6. Announcements/Closing

Meeting ends at 4:00 pm EST
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Resources https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/
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Employment Opportunities

• https://www.house.gov/employment/positions-with-other-
house-organizations

• Clerk’s office –
– Senior Business Analyst and engineering positions posting this week
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Next 
Meeting

TBD: June 2023

May have shorter meetings 
with smaller agendas in April 

and May
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Kirsten Gullickson

 Office of the Clerk
 U.S. House of Representatives

 Kirsten.Gullickson@mail.house.gov

 For more information: 
 USGPO.GITHUB.IO/INNOVATION/

Thank you
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Thank you for attending!

Congressional Data Task Force – Public Meeting
Tuesday, March 14, 2023
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