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Welcome



The 
Congressional 

Data 
Task Force

The Task Force is a partnership of representatives from 
various Legislative Branch Agencies including the—

• House of Representatives, 
• Senate, 
• Library of Congress, 
• Government Publishing Office,
• Government Accounting Office 

that work in a cooperative manner to coordinate and 
accomplish openness and transparency goals.  



The 
Congressional 

Data
Task Force

• The Bulk Data Task Force* was created in 2012 
to focus on increased dissemination of 
congressional information via bulk data

• current work goes beyond bulk data

meets internally with Legislative Branch 
organizations to coordinate projects and other 
transparency and modernization initiatives

meets with civil society organizations

*The name changed to the Congressional Data Task Force on June 21, 2022



Legislative Branch Innovation Hub

https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/



AGENDA

1. Welcome and Background
2. Reports/Updates from CDTF Working Groups and Legislative Branch organizations
3. Report(s) from academics, advocacy groups and/or civil society organizations
4. Reports/Updates from CDTF Working Groups and Legislative Branch organizations
5. Announcements/Closing

Meeting ends at 4:00 pm EST
Q&A will be held throughout the meeting



Housekeeping Items
The meeting will be recorded and posted online at https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond during the meeting. 

Use the “raise hand” feature during the Q&A portion so we can unmute your mic.

Make sure the name displayed is you.  Using the chat, please share a little about yourself.  Suggestions: 
your name, where you work, and expectations for this meeting.

Meeting will start at ~2:02 pm  and end at 4:00 pm EST



The 
Congressional 

Data 
Task Force

The Task Force is a partnership of representatives from 
various Legislative Branch Agencies including the—

• House of Representatives, 
• Senate, 
• Library of Congress, 
• Government Publishing Office,
• Government Accounting Office 

that work in a cooperative manner to coordinate and 
accomplish openness and transparency goals.  



PREPARE



MANAGE



DISTRIBUTE



ARCHIVE/PRESERVE



Bound by Rules, Traditions, and Practices



The paper 
version is the 

official document 
of record.



Adding a digital layer to a 
centuries-old paper process



Online means more 
than just the 
electronic 
representation of 
the paper document



The Solution

Structured Data
Formats: XML, JSON, HTML… 

GPO Developer Hub at GovInfo.gov/developers

The three characteristics that documents 
share:
 Presentation: how the content looks
 Structure: how the content is organized
 Semantics: what does it mean





The Solution:
XML

USLM schema

//usgpo.github.io/innovation/reports/



Data Exchange: Simple

More comprehensive workflows can be found on the Innovation Hub: 
https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/resources/



Next on the Agenda

Reports from
– The House

• The CAO’s Office, House Digital Services
• the working group on a Legislative Branch-wide Online Staff Directory
• The Clerk’s office, Legislative Computer Systems

– The Senate 
• The Secretary’s Office
• the Congressional Video Preservation and Access Technical Working Group

– The Congressional Budget Office
• No report this meeting



United States House of Representatives

 FlagTrack
Congressional Data Task Force



Flag Ordering Process
Each Representative allows their constituents to order a flag directly from their website that can be flown over the Capitol. 

Order the Flag
flagorder.house.gov 

Visit your Member’s website *Staffer will pack and ship the 
flag to the constituent

AOC hoists the Flag 
over the U.S. Capitol

* Disclaimer: Hardwood display case not included



Architecture Complexities
The process of ordering, flying and delivering a flag is a complex process involving multiple disparate systems. 
FlagTrack aims to unify these systems to make the order process more Transparent to Member Office staffers by 
providing a modern, easy-to-use portal for managing orders.

flagorder.house.gov
CAO Enterprise Services

Retail System
House Office Supply Service / 

CAO Enterprise Services

Flag Approval System
Architect of the Capitol

CAO Enterprise Services / House Digital Service



FlagTrack Demo



26

Project Partnership
To make FlagTrack a reality, the House of Representatives had to partner multiple business units across the CAO, AOC and Member Offices. This 
partnership ensured a smooth release of the initial FlagTrack pilot.

Keys to Success

Involving Staffers
From the beginning, member office 

staffers were involved in the design of 
the application.

This ensured that current pain points 
and desired functionality was identified 
and logged from Day 1 of the project.

Through this process, we have been 
able to identify a backlog of items that 
continue to improve the experience for 

Member Office staffers

Unified Project Team
The project team for FlagTrack was 

made up of the following business units:

• Architect of the Capitol
• House Office Supply Store
• CAO Enterprise Services
• House Digital Service

Having members from each involved 
business unit on the team ensured that 

all possible viewpoints were 
considered for the application

These ‘keys to success’ allow the House to achieve the goal of 
transparency throughout the flag ordering process



Product Updates
Office of the Clerk



Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  



Next on the Agenda

Lorelei Kelly
McCourt School of Public Policy at Georgetown University





Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  



Next on the Agenda

Reports from
– Government Publishing Office

• the Legislative Branch XML Technical Working Group



Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  



Next on the Agenda

Reports from
– Library of Congress

• the Legislative Branch Data Interchange Working Group 
• the working group on Digitization Of Congressional Documents



Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  



Large bills and the ecosystem
118 HR 2670 NDAA FY24

– Engrossed Amendment Senate (EAS) – 2,330 pages
118 S 2226 NDAA FY24

– Engrossed (ES) – 2,376 pages
118 HR 3935 FAA Reauthorization Act of 2024

– Engrossed Amendment Senate (EAS) – 1,062 pages
117 HR 2617 Consolidated Appropriations FY23

– Engrossed Amendment Senate (EAS2): 4,126 pages
117 HR 7776 NDAA FY23

– Engrossed House (EH) – 3,470 pages
– Engrossed Amendment House (EAH) – 4,312 pages
– Enrolled (ENR) – 1,772 pages

116 HR 133 Consolidated Appropriations FY21
– Engrossed Amendment in House (EAH): 5,432 pages
– Enrollment (ENR): 2,124 pages

H. R. 133 ENR on its way to the Senate (for signature): 12/24/2020
Photo courtesy of the staff in Legislative Operations, Office of the Clerk



Long official titles

• 118 H Res 1173 – 1895 characters
• 118 H Res 1227 – 1837 characters
• 96 S 2388 – 2,388 characters

Image from the House Calendar (www.housecalendar.gov)

http://www.housecalendar.gov/


Discussion:
data and 

documents

The three characteristics that documents 
share:
 Presentation: how the content looks
 Structure: how the content is organized
 Semantics: what does it mean



Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  



AGENDA

• Announcements/Closing
Meeting ends at 4:00 pm EST



SPECIAL THANK YOU

Past Event
• May 2, 2024

– Special event to highlight our work with the 
Comparative Print Suite

Their Library
• Their Case Study paper on our work is one of the 

most read resources in the library.
– https://library.bussola-tech.co/p/evolving-

technologies-in-the-legislative

Upcoming Event in DC
• October 17 & 18, 2024
• Hosted with the Organization of American States

Bússola Tech is a global Think Tank that works in the 
promotion of the institutional modernisation and digital 
transformation in the Parliaments and Legislatures, through 
parliamentary diplomacy, cooperation and research.   Their 
site says they “… seek to strengthen peer-to-peer 
collaboration and knowledge sharing between the 
Parliamentary community and practitioners.”

https://library.bussola-tech.co/p/evolving-technologies-in-the-legislative
https://library.bussola-tech.co/p/evolving-technologies-in-the-legislative


Future Events

Hackathon
Date – TBD – likely the week of September 16th, 2024

Congressional Data Task Force meetings
December 12, 2024



Employment Opportunities
usajobs.gov

• House: https://www.house.gov/employment/positions-with-
other-house-organizations

• Senate: https://www.senate.gov/visiting/employment.htm
• GPO: https://www.usajobs.gov/Search/?a=LP00
• LOC: https://loc.gov/careers/

https://www.house.gov/employment/positions-with-other-house-organizations
https://www.house.gov/employment/positions-with-other-house-organizations
https://www.senate.gov/visiting/employment.htm
https://www.usajobs.gov/Search/?a=LP00
https://loc.gov/careers/


Legislative Branch Innovation Hub

https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/



Kirsten Gullickson
Office of the Clerk

U.S. House of Representatives

Kirsten.Gullickson@mail.house.gov

For more information: 
USGPO.GITHUB.IO/INNOVATION/

Thank you



Thank you for attending!

Congressional Data Task Force – Public Meeting
Thursday June 6, 2024
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