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Welcome



The 
Congressional 

Data 
Task Force

The Task Force is a partnership of representatives from 
various Legislative Branch Agencies including the—

• House of Representatives, 
• Senate, 
• Library of Congress, 
• Government Publishing Office,
• Government Accounting Office 

that work in a cooperative manner to coordinate and 
accomplish openness and transparency goals.  



The 
Congressional 

Data
Task Force

• The Bulk Data Task Force* was created in 2012 
to focus on increased dissemination of 
congressional information via bulk data

• current work goes beyond bulk data

meets internally with Legislative Branch 
organizations to coordinate projects and other 
transparency and modernization initiatives

meets with civil society organizations

*The name changed to the Congressional Data Task Force on June 21, 2022



The 
Congressional 

Data 
Task Force

Cross-organizational efforts and working groups
(ad-hoc, formal, and informal)

• Legislative Branch XML Technical Working Group
• Congressional Video Preservation and Access 

Technical Working Group
• Legislative Branch Data Interchange Working Group
• Working Group on a Legislative Branch-wide Online 

Staff Directory
• Working Group on Digitization Of Congressional 

Documents



Legislative Branch Innovation Hub

https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/



AGENDA

1. Welcome and Background
2. Reports from CDTF Working Groups and Legislative Branch organizations
3. Report(s) from academics, advocacy groups and/or civil society organizations
4. Announcements/Closing

Meeting ends at 4:00 pm EST
Q&A will be held throughout the meeting



Housekeeping Items
The meeting will be recorded and posted online at https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond during the meeting. 

Use the “raise hand” feature during the Q&A portion so we can unmute your mic.

Make sure the name displayed is you.  Using the chat, please share a little about yourself.  Suggestions: 
your name, where you work, and expectations for this meeting.

Meeting will start at ~2:02 pm  and end at 4:00 pm EST



The 
Congressional 

Data 
Task Force

The Task Force is a partnership of representatives from 
various Legislative Branch Agencies including the—

• House of Representatives, 
• Senate, 
• Library of Congress, 
• Government Publishing Office,
• Government Accounting Office 

that work in a cooperative manner to coordinate and 
accomplish openness and transparency goals.  



PREPARE



MANAGE



DISTRIBUTE



ARCHIVE/PRESERVE



Bound by Rules, Traditions, and Practices



The paper 
version is the 

official document 
of record.



Adding a digital layer to a 
centuries-old paper process



Online means more 
than just the 
electronic 
representation of 
the paper document



The Solution

Structured Data
Formats: XML, JSON, HTML… 

GPO Developer Hub at GovInfo.gov/developers

The three characteristics that documents 
share:
 Presentation: how the content looks
 Structure: how the content is organized
 Semantics: what does it mean





The Solution:
XML

USLM schema

//usgpo.github.io/innovation/reports/



CHA Report 
published
December

2024

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CPRT-118HPRT57715/pdf/CPRT-118HPRT57715.pdf



Basic Data Exchange

More comprehensive workflows can be found on the Innovation Hub: 
https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/resources/



Congress.gov API

https://www.loc.gov/apis/additional-apis/congress-dot-gov-api/



Looking back to look forward

On June 8, 1993, President Bill Clinton 
signed the GPO Electronic Information 
Access Enhancement Act into law, 
enabling GPO to put Government 
information online for the first time. 
A year later, GPO made the 
Congressional Record and Federal 
Register digitally available for the public.
Today, GovInfo serves as the one-stop 
site for authentic, published information 
for all three branches of the Federal 
Government that dates to the 19th 
century.

https://www.govinfo.gov/


Next on the Agenda

Report from
– The Government Publishing Office



CONGRESSIONAL DATA TASK FORCE

JUNE 10, 2025

GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE UPDATE



ISO 16363 and CoreTrust Seal certified 
Trustworthy Digital Repository that 
ensures free online access to current and 
historical Government information from
all three branches today and into the future

GPO’S GOVINFO SYSTEM



NOTABLE GOVINFO CONTENT

 Congressional Record (1873 to 
present)

 Bills, Slip Laws, United States Code 
(1994 to present)

 United States Statutes at Large 
(1789 to present)

 Federal Register (1936 to present)

 Code of Federal Regulations 
(1997 to present)

 Public Papers of the Presidents of 
the United States (back to 1929)

 Budget of the United States 
Government (1996 to present)

 Federal District, Bankruptcy, and 
Appellate Opinions (millions of 
opinions from 165 courts)

 Congressional Serial Set (volumes 
from various Congresses – 
ongoing partnership with the Law 
Library of Congress)

 Committee Hearings, Prints, 
Reports and Documents

 House and Senate Calendars, 
Rules, Procedures, Precedents, 
and Journals

 Statute Compilations

 Directories of Federal 
Organizations and Officials

 Current and Historical 
Publications from Federal 
Agencies and Commissions

 U.S. Reports (1790 to 1991) – 
Arriving Summer 2025



 Expand access to individual House and Senate 
Amendments in the Congressional Record prior 
to 2021 by Congress working backwards

 Incorporate bill numbers from 1789 to 1903 into 
the MODS XML metadata for the Statutes at Large 
collection (TY Josh Tauberer)

 Update the U.S. Code citation parser to detect  
"Internal Revenue Code" references in Bills and 
add the Title 26 citation to MODS XML metadata

JUNE 2025 GOVINFO RELEASE – CONGRESSIONAL DATA

https://github.com/unitedstates/nabors


 Add PDF file size to search results so users know 
when they are about to access a very large file

 Add additional House and Senate Reports to the 
Related Documents tab on the Public and Private 
Laws Content Detail page and in the API

 Update parsing rules for chamber and document 
class for multi-committee hearings & prints and 
add this information to MODS XML metadata

JUNE 2025 GOVINFO RELEASE – CONGRESSIONAL DATA



 Custom search box on the Statute Compilations 
collection browse page that searches short and 
official titles in the GovInfo collection metadata

 Pagination and sorting in the browse nodes 
within the Statute Compilations collection

 Access the entire Social Security Act and the 
entire Public Health Service Act in USLM XML 
and PDF formats in addition to the individual 
titles within each act

JUNE 2025 GOVINFO RELEASE – COMPS COLLECTION UPDATE



STAY UP TO DATE WITH GOVINFO RELEASE NOTES

https://www.govinfo.gov/features/release-notes



USLM XML FOR DIGITIZED STATUTES AT LARGE

GovInfo API

Bulk Data

34 volumes now available and adding more each month

Search, Browse, Content Details

https://www.govinfo.gov/bulkdata/STATUTE
https://www.govinfo.gov/bulkdata/xml/STATUTE
https://www.govinfo.gov/bulkdata/json/STATUTE



DIGITIZED SERIAL SET VOLUMES AS OF MAY 2025

https://www.fdlp.gov/project-list/digitizing-the-united-states-congressional-serial-set

Reports – 85,158
Documents – 44,533
Journals – 284
Rules and Manuals – 14
Budgets – 30
Economic Reports – 10



LEGISLATIVE AND CONFERENCE REPORTS IN USLM XML

 Cross-organizational project is underway to 
model House and Senate committee legislative 
reports and conference reports in USLM XML

 Updated schema and sample files will be added 
to GPO's USLM GitHub repository

https://github.com/usgpo/uslm



U.S. GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE
WWW.GPO.GOV

facebook.com/USGPO | twitter.com/USGPO | instagram.com/USGPO 



Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  



Next on the Agenda

Emory University
• congressional record transcripts going back to the 19th 

century



Emory University’s Democracy Lab
• Democracy Lab is a research lab that runs out of Emory University, run by Dr. Steph 

Buongiorno and attended by several undergraduate students who are passionate about 
open government data. 

• For the past years we have been building a free to use, public-facing web application, 
Democracy Viewer, for giving citizens and researchers easy access to analytic tools for 
engaging the United States Congressional Records.  Our hope is to bring these records to 
life and make them more accessible through an interface that can show users how concepts 
and ideas have changed over time, or how the past is influencing the present moment. For 
example, users can analyze the language patterns of speakers or see which topics were 
most popular decade-by-decade. By hosting the data and tools in a singular app, we hope to 
create a broader culture of participation around open government data. 

 
• Steph sends her regrets for not being here today like she planned to be.  
• pre-release, so we expect it will change quite a bit over the coming months: 

www.democracyviewer.com 



Next on the Agenda

Reports from civil society organizations and others
– Congressional Data Coalition



Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  



Next on the Agenda

Reports from
• The House

– The CAO’s Office, House Digital Services
– The Clerk’s office, Legislative Computer Systems

• The Senate
– The Secretary’s Office



House floor 
video and live 
streaming

• Live.house.gov
• YouTube channel

• year to date:
• 517,000 views
• 82,000 hours watched



Updates on current project and products

• Comparative Print Suite
• eHopper

– In-app generation of constitution 
authority statement (q1, 2025)

• LIMS MIS (member and 
committee data) and other LIMS 
modules
– Goal “real time” data release

• Bioguide.congress.gov
• Lobbying Disclosure

• Committee Portal
– infrastructure
– referrals
– votes
– roster

• Legislative Drafting Study



Reports Due
Fiscal Year 2025 Appropriations

https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=117435

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CRPT-118hrpt555/pdf/CRPT-118hrpt555.pdf#page=7

https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=117435


Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  



Next on the Agenda

Report from
– Clerk’s Office and the Library of Congress – exchange of letters
– The Library of Congress



EXCHANGE OF LETTERS
Congress.gov



Congressional 
Record 
excerpt



Committee Tab 
on bill record 
Congress.gov



Committee Tab 
on bill record 
Congress.gov



Congressional 
Record 
excerpt



Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  



Next on the Agenda

Discussion on data governance



Excerpt from 2023 CDTF report on House websites 
submitted to the House Committee on Appropriations

• Adopt a federated data governance framework. Like the agreements used by the Legislative Branch 
XML Technical Working Group to manage and approve changes to the XML schemas, the House needs a 
more formal framework related to data governance. A federated data governance framework would 
continue to support key principles of the Task Force, such as accountability, transparency, data standards, 
and best practices. It would also assist all staff managing data across the House by encouraging best 
practices and providing tools and resources; 



Data Governance

The concept paper lists the objectives of data governance—

Data Quality Data Ethics Accountability Data Value

June 2024: the National Institute of Standards and Technology 
(NIST) developed a Joint Frameworks Data Governance And 

Management Profile concept paper.



Qualities of 
Government Data



Government Data Should Be:

• ACCESSIBLE 
• ACCURATE and TRUSTED
• COMPLETE
• DESCRIBED
• FREE
• MACHINE-READABLE
• PERMANENT
• SEARCHABLE
• TIMELY

• ACCESSIBLE also includes 
available, discoverable, online, and 
usable

Where do members, staff, and the public access 
legislative information?  It is available? Easy to 
find? How and where? Is it usable?  Has the 
legislative data been published in a manner that is 
usable by all parties using the information?

Accessible data also implies that the data is online 
and discoverable by humans and computers.



Government Data Should Be:

• ACCESSIBLE 
• ACCURATE and TRUSTED
• COMPLETE
• DESCRIBED
• FREE
• MACHINE-READABLE
• PERMANENT
• SEARCHABLE
• TIMELY

• ACCURATE also includes trusted

Are the documents and data accurate? Do they 
tell the story of the legislative process in manner 
that is understandable to a broad audience? Can 
it be trusted? How is it authenticated?

Parliaments should be the authoritative source for 
their records and ensure that information 
released to the public is accurate and trusted.



Government Data Should Be:

• ACCESSIBLE 
• ACCURATE and TRUSTED
• COMPLETE
• DESCRIBED
• FREE
• MACHINE-READABLE
• PERMANENT
• SEARCHABLE
• TIMELY

• COMPLETE also includes 
detailed

It is complete? Detailed?  Legislative processes are 
complex.  Legislative information needs to be as 
complete as possible, reflecting the entirely of the 
legislative actions, subject only to narrowly 
defined exceptions.



Government Data Should Be:

• ACCESSIBLE 
• ACCURATE and TRUSTED
• COMPLETE
• DESCRIBED
• FREE
• MACHINE-READABLE
• PERMANENT
• SEARCHABLE
• TIMELY

• DESCRIBED

Is the legislative information described for all 
parties using the information?  When publishing 
structured formats, such as XML, a user guide 
and/or data dictionary defining the formats is a 
must.



Government Data Should Be:

• ACCESSIBLE 
• ACCURATE and TRUSTED
• COMPLETE
• DESCRIBED
• FREE
• MACHINE-READABLE
• PERMANENT
• SEARCHABLE
• TIMELY

• FREE

Data should be available free of charge and in a 
non-discriminatory manner.



Government Data Should Be:

• ACCESSIBLE 
• ACCURATE and TRUSTED
• COMPLETE
• DESCRIBED
• FREE
• MACHINE-READABLE
• PERMANENT
• SEARCHABLE
• TIMELY

• MACHINE-READABLE

Can a computer read, process, and analyze the 
data using data models that are understood by 
the widest possible audience?  Are best practices 
being used? 



Government Data Should Be:

• ACCESSIBLE 
• ACCURATE and TRUSTED
• COMPLETE
• DESCRIBED
• FREE
• MACHINE-READABLE
• PERMANENT
• SEARCHABLE
• TIMELY

• PERMANENT

Is the legislative information available permanently? 
Are URLs and URIs durable? Predictable? 
Permanent? Persistent?



Government Data Should Be:

• ACCESSIBLE 
• ACCURATE and TRUSTED
• COMPLETE
• DESCRIBED
• FREE
• MACHINE-READABLE
• PERMANENT
• SEARCHABLE
• TIMELY

• SEARCHABLE

Can the data be searched? And to what degree?



Government Data Should Be:

• ACCESSIBLE 
• ACCURATE and TRUSTED
• COMPLETE
• DESCRIBED
• FREE
• MACHINE-READABLE
• PERMANENT
• SEARCHABLE
• TIMELY

• TIMELY

Is it timely?  Can it be provided in real time? 
Legislative information should be released 
publicly as quickly as it is available internally to 
members and staff.



Where did the list of qualities originate from?
First compiled and refined ~ 2011 to 2014 by Kirsten Gullickson, this list is 
built on and influenced by
• past World e-Parliament conferences
• the 2007 opengovdata.org principles
• the White House’s 2009 Open Government Directive and the 2013 

memorandum “managing data as an asset”
• the W3C’s 2009 draft paper on “Publishing Open Government Data”
• the U.K.’s 2012 Open Data White Paper
• The Declaration on Parliamentary Openness  from openingparliaments.org
• Tim Berners-Lee has a 5-star deployment scheme for Open Data works by 

academics including Tom Bruce, Jim Harper, and Harlan Yu



5-star deployment scheme
https://5stardata.info/en/



Qualities of software needed in Congress

• Cost-effective; easy to maintain; secure
• Flexible and adaptive for the changing requirements of the 

legislative process, as well as formal Rules of the House and 
Senate; respects the Institution’s traditions and practices

• Built on human-centered design principles
• Users can gain efficiencies as well as education



Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  



AGENDA

• Announcements
• Closing

Meeting ends at 4:00 pm EST



Future Events

Congressional Data Task Force meetings
Tuesday, December 9,  2025, 2 pm to 4 pm, same location



Legislative Branch Innovation Hub

https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/



Employment Opportunities
usajobs.gov

• House: https://www.house.gov/employment/positions-with-
other-house-organizations

• Senate: https://www.senate.gov/visiting/employment.htm
• GPO: https://www.usajobs.gov/Search/?a=LP00
• LOC: https://loc.gov/careers/

https://www.house.gov/employment/positions-with-other-house-organizations
https://www.house.gov/employment/positions-with-other-house-organizations
https://www.senate.gov/visiting/employment.htm
https://www.usajobs.gov/Search/?a=LP00
https://loc.gov/careers/


Kirsten Gullickson
Office of the Clerk

U.S. House of Representatives

Kirsten.Gullickson@mail.house.gov

For more information: 
USGPO.GITHUB.IO/INNOVATION/

Thank you



Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  



Thank you for attending!

Congressional Data Task Force – Public Meeting
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