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Welcome



The 
Congressional 

Data
Task Force

The Task Force is a partnership of staff from across the 
Legislative Branch collaborating to modernize systems 
and improve access to congressional information.

Participating organizations include:
– House of Representatives
– Senate
– Library of Congress
– Government Publishing Office
– Government Accountability Office



The 
Congressional 

Data
Task Force

Since 2012, the Task Force—
• Meets internally to advance transparency and 

modernization initiatives
• Holds public meetings
• Engages with civil society organizations



The 
Congressional 

Data 
Task Force

Cross-organizational efforts and working groups
(ad-hoc, formal, and informal)

• XML Technical Working Group
• Data Interchange Working Group
• Video Preservation and Access Technical Working 

Group Working Group
• Digitization Of Congressional Documents Working 

Group
• Legislative Branch-wide Online Staff Directory 

Working Group



Legislative Branch Innovation Hub

https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/



Agenda

1. Welcome and Background
2. Reports from working groups and legislative branch organizations
3. Report(s) from academics, advocacy groups and/or civil society 

organizations
4. Announcements/Closing

Meeting ends at 4:00 pm EST
Q&A will be held throughout the meeting



Housekeeping Items
The meeting will be recorded and posted online at https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/

Use the Q&A feature for questions; panelists will respond during the meeting. 

Use the “raise hand” feature during discussion to be unmuted.

Ensure your name is displayed correctly.

Meeting will start at ~2:02 pm  and end at 4:00 pm EST



The 
Congressional 

Data 
Task Force

The Task Force is a partnership of representatives from 
various Legislative Branch Agencies including the—

• House of Representatives, 
• Senate, 
• Library of Congress, 
• Government Publishing Office,
• Government Accounting Office 

that work in a cooperative manner to coordinate and 
accomplish openness and transparency goals.  





Bound by Rules, Traditions, and Practices



The paper 
version is the 

official document 
of record.



Adding a digital layer to a 
centuries-old paper process



Online means more 
than just the 
electronic 
representation of 
the paper document



The Solution:
Structured Data

Standards such as XML, HTML, and JSON 
enable consistency, searchability, and machine 
use.

GPO Developer Hub at GovInfo.gov/developers



Semantics and 
Structure

The foundation of digital legislative 
information.

• Presentation: how the content looks
• Structure: how the content is organized
• Semantics: what does it mean





The Solution:
XML

USLM schema

//usgpo.github.io/innovation/reports/



Basic Data Exchange

More comprehensive workflows can be found on the Innovation Hub: 
https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/resources/



Congress.gov API

https://www.loc.gov/apis/additional-apis/congress-dot-gov-api/



Next on the Agenda

Report from
– The Government Publishing Office



CONGRESSIONAL DATA TASK FORCE

MARCH 26, 2026

GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE UPDATE



ISO 16363 and CoreTrust Seal certified 
Trustworthy Digital Repository that 
ensures free online access to current and 
historical Government information from
all three branches today and into the future

GPO’S GOVINFO SYSTEM



NOTABLE GOVINFO CONTENT

 Congressional Record 
(1873 to present)

 Bills, Slip Laws, United States Code 
(1994 to present)

 United States Statutes at Large 
(1789 to present)

 Federal Register (1936 to present)

 Code of Federal Regulations 
(1997 to present)

 Public Papers of the Presidents of 
the United States (back to 1929)

 Budget of the United States 
Government (1996 to present)

 Federal District, Bankruptcy, and 
Appellate Opinions (millions of 
opinions from 166 courts)

 Congressional Serial Set 
(Over 10K volumes from 
various Congresses – ongoing 
partnership with the Law 
Library of Congress)

 Committee Hearings, Prints, 
Reports and Documents

 House and Senate Calendars, 
Rules, Procedures, Precedents, 
and Journals

 Statute Compilations

 Directories of Federal 
Organizations and Officials

 Current and Historical 
Publications from Federal 
Agencies and Commissions

 U.S. Reports (1790 to 2016)



 Added fields to the Statute Compilations API 
response for the Library of Congress

 Display Title
 Law
 Amended Through

 Built related documents user interface and API 
functionality for bills that are related to hearings

MARCH 2026 GOVINFO RELEASE – CONGRESSIONAL DATA



STAY UP TO DATE WITH GOVINFO RELEASE NOTES

https://www.govinfo.gov/features/release-notes



USLM XML FOR DIGITIZED STATUTES AT LARGE

GovInfo API

Bulk Data

USLM XML is available for all 120 digitized volumes

Search, Browse, Content Details

https://www.govinfo.gov/bulkdata/STATUTE 
https://www.govinfo.gov/bulkdata/xml/STATUTE
https://www.govinfo.gov/bulkdata/json/STATUTE



DIGITIZED SERIAL SET VOLUMES AS OF MARCH 2026

https://www.fdlp.gov/project-list/digitizing-the-united-states-congressional-serial-set

Reports – 130,134
Documents – 67,846
Journals – 293
Rules and Manuals – 23
Budgets – 52
Economic Reports – 26



LEGISLATIVE AND CONFERENCE REPORTS IN USLM XML

 Cross-organizational project is underway to 
model Congressional Budget Office (CBO) cost 
estimates in USLM XML

 Draft schema and sample files for legislative 
and conference reports are available in GPO's 
USLM GitHub repository 

https://github.com/usgpo/uslm



 Major browsers are removing in-browser support 
for XSLT 1.0
 Chromium: November 17, 2026
  Firefox/Webkit: TBD

 Impact: Existing XML with XSL stylesheets will 
no longer display in browser on GovInfo
 Does not affect USLM content with CSS.

 Approach: maintain current native XML for data 
users (API, bulkdata, etc.) and add a server-side 
transformed XHTML format for browser users. 

XSL BROWSER DEPRECATION



Affected Content

 Bills (Bill DTD XML)
 House Rules Committee Prints
 House Rules and Manual
 Federal Register
 Code of Federal Regulations
 Public Papers of the Presidents
 Privacy Act Issuances
 U.S. Government Manual 

XSL BROWSER DEPRECATION

https://github.com/usgpo/bulk-data/issues/208 

Timeline

 Submit Feedback on GitHub

 Initial Release in Summer 2026

 CDTF Update in June 2026

 Additional Content in October 2026



HAPPY 10TH BIRTHDAY TO GOVINFO.GOV ON FEBRUARY 3RD



U.S. GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE
WWW.GPO.GOV

facebook.com/USGPO | twitter.com/USGPO | instagram.com/USGPO 



Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  



Next on the Agenda

Reports from
• The House

– The CAO’s Office, House Digital Services



Next on the Agenda

• Data Maps and DCAT
• Open issues on the innovation hub

Issues · usgpo/innovation



Data Catalog Vocabulary 
DCAT-US

Structuring a way for 
developers to access 
machine readable 
congressional dataset  

Creating a pathway for data 
efficiency for data stewards
Know what data exists to help 

avoid data silos
 Identify data provenance 



What is DCAT and 
why we choose this 

standard

• DCAT is a “Data Catalog Vocabulary” – started around 
2014 - Providing a resource definition framework that 
allows for, discovery, exchange, and system 
interoperability of data catalogs and datasets. 

• DCAT offers the foundation for an ontology in which the 
relationships between objects and properties are 
modeled. “Common language to describe datasets across 
various domains” allowing for better data discovery. 

• DCAT can be used for its metadata standards with 
platforms like CKAN. 

“Establishing a common vocabulary is the key to 
communication” (data.gov)



DCAT– US | Data Catalog Application Profile for the United States of America

The purpose of the DCAT-US 3.0 Profile is to improve data 
discoverability, accessibility, and interoperability among US government 
agencies. By adhering to the FAIR principles, the profile promotes more 
effective data sharing and reuse. The FAIR principles emphasize that 
data should be:

• Findable: Easy to discover by humans and machines.
• Accessible: Easily retrieved, with well-defined access protocols.
• Interoperable: Ready for use with other data sources and 

applications.
• Reusable: Clearly documented and licensed, facilitating reuse by 

others.



DCAT-US Required Fields

Field DCAT Property Why Developers Need It
Dataset ID dct:identifier Unique reference
Dataset Title dct:title Human-readable name
Description dct:description What the dataset contains
Publisher dct:publisher Which office owns it
Contact Point dcat:contactPoint Where developers ask questions
Keywords dcat:keyword Improves search
Theme dcat:theme Grouping of datasets
Last Updated dct:modified Shows freshness

Update Frequency dct:accrualPeriodicity
Helps developers plan 
integrations



Next on the Agenda

• Data Maps and DCAT
• Open issues on the innovation hub

Issues · usgpo/innovation



Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  



Next on the Agenda

Reports from civil society organizations and others



Daniel Schuman
American Governance Institute

daniel@americalabs.org



Crowdsourced list 
of Legislative 

Branch-related 
technology 

projects

Contribute at 
congressionaldata.org



Public Witness Testimony Before H. Leg Branch Approps

● Daniel Schuman, AGI, on funding for 1 FTE to support the CDTF

● Joe Eannello on updating the CRS Appropriations Status table to include bill text and report language at 
the earliest point made publicly available 

● Nick Hart, Data Foundation, on funding & accessibility of the Legislative Branch Data Technology Map

● JD Rackey of BPC on funding for the Modernization Initiatives Account; Lorelei Kelly, Public Good 
Group on funding for MIA & Clerk

● Michael Stern on improving information about the Bipartisan Legal Advisory Group on the House Office 
of General Counsel website

● Jim Townsend, Levin Center, on GPO hosting IG reports

● Haiman Wong, R Street, Sean Vitka Demand Progress, and Daniel Schuman of AGI on strengthening 
congressional cybersecurity



AGI Policy 
Proposals for 

FY27 
Appropriations 

Bills
Many tech modernization & 

reform proposals
https://bit.ly/FY2027Approps



New American Governance Institute Tech Projects

● Identifying missing House committee video data & generating event 
metadata

● Transform appropriations bills & reports into data

● Track changes in appropriations report language

● Automatically identify reporting requirements in bill text/ report 
language



Artificial 
Intelligence & 
Parliamentary 
Accountability

Discussion of use cases from 
many parliaments

Jan. 27-28, 2026



IPU Use Cases 
for AI in 

Parliaments

https://www.ipu.org/ai-
use-cases

~ and~ 
https://www.ipu.org/file/2

0635/download



June 28- August 27



No p rior knowle d g e  or e xp e rie nce  in  d a ta  a na lys is , d a ta  p olicy, or AI is  
re q u ire d ! Anyone  working  in Congre ss, m e m be r or p rofe ssional staff, is  
we lcom e  to app ly. Course  offe rs:

• 15 hours of live  online  c lasse s with ne tworking  and  Q&A with e xpe rts. 
• Data tra ining  in support of le g isla tion, ove rsight, and  case work.
• Discussion of e m e rg ing  te chnolog ie s, inc lud ing  AI tools, and  how to 

incorporate  into congre ssional work.
• Re vie wing  curre nt US ope n data  policy and  ide ntifying  policy challe nge s.

Sum m e r Cohort : Tue sdays & Thursdays a t 12 pm  ET/ 9 am  PT, Ju ly 28 - Aug ust  27



Thanks!

Daniel Schuman
American Governance Institute

daniel@americalabs.org



Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  



Next on the Agenda

Reports from
• The House

– The Clerk’s office, Legislative Computer Systems

• The Senate
– The Secretary’s Office



House Officers and Officials Approps Hearing

March 17, 2026

Links to video and written testimony
• https://appropriations.house.gov/schedule/hearings/budget-

hearing-us-house-representatives-0
• https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?Ev

entID=119054



Legislative Drafting Study 
Overview

The House’s Collaborative Legislative Drafting Study
• Examines the current state of legislative drafting in the House and identifies opportunities to 

modernize tools, workflows, and collaboration across Member, committee, and HOLC offices.
• Submitted to the Committees on Appropriations and House Administration.
• Briefly highlighted during the Appropriations Subcommittee hearing on March 17, 2026.

Key Recommendations
• Member Drafting Portal – A centralized portal for Members to track drafting requests and 

access prepared drafts, reducing reliance on email.
• Lightweight Collaborative Editor – A modern editing environment that supports annotation 

and editing by Members, Committees and the Legislative Counsel staff.



Lobby Disclosure



Next on the Agenda

Report from
• The Senate

– The Secretary’s Office



Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  



Next on the Agenda

Report from
– The Library of Congress



Q&A/Discussion

Use the “raise hand” feature so we can unmute your mic.

Use the Q&A feature to ask questions. The panelists will respond 
during the meeting. 

Make sure the name displayed is you.  



AGENDA

• Announcements
• Closing



Future Events

CONGRESSIONAL DATA TASK FORCE MEETINGS
Thursdays | 2 pm to 4 pm

March 26, 2026 
June 11, 2026

December 3, 2026

CONGRESS.GOV PUBLIC FORUM 
September 24, 2026 

1 pm to 3 pm

Hybrid meetings; DC (Capitol Complex) location announced closer to each date.



Legislative Branch Innovation Hub

https://usgpo.github.io/innovation/



Thank you for attending!

Congressional Data Task Force – Public Meeting


