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Transparency : a collaborative sport

United States Legislative 
Markup 
(USLM)
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Congressional Transparency 1969
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The Haunted 
House. 
Herblock, 1970 
Herbert L. Block 
collection Library of 
Congress
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Congressional Transparency 2019

House Rules clause 7 of rule XV
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-resolution/6

. . maintained at least 290 cosponsors for a cumulative period of 
25 legislative days shall be placed on the Consensus Calendar. 
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History. . . 
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1997 2 U.S.C. 181

• “..widest possible exchange of information among 
legislative branch agencies with the long-range goal of 
improving information technology planning and 
evaluation.”

1945 Senate Report 79-1011 page 20 

• “Modern mechanical accounting and tabulating 
machines should be provided for each committee 
staff.

1787 U.S. Constitution.  Article 1 Section 5 

• Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, 
and from time to time publish the same, excepting 
such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy. 
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Transparency: Looking in
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Rear Window (1954)  Alfred Hitchcock. Paramount Pictures
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Transparency: Looking out
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(Hood, 2006) Varieties of Transparency 
- inwards / outwards
- upwards / downwards
Cliffwalk Capilano Suspension Bridge Park Vancouver Canada 
Photo: Morrison Hershfield. 
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Workflow: Legislation to Regulation
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(Hood, 2004) Oversight p23
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Aerial_view,_United_St
ates_Capitol_building_04492v.jpg
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Workflow: Constituents

The OpenGov Foundation (2017) From Voicemails to Votes 
https://v2v.opengovfoundation.org
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DATA



washingtona@acm.org 18

Structured Open Data
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Actionable Data

House Bills with 218 Co-Sponsors 1996-2006
Amelia Strauss & Daniel Schuman (2018)  Demand Progress. Data: GovTrack Josh Tauberer
https://firstbranchforecast.com/2018/10/02/do-218-co-sponsors-make-a-difference-apparently-yes/
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Trustworthy Open Data
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Congressional Transparency 2029 ?
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LEGISLATIVE
ANALYTICS

• Incremental Strategy 
• Human Feedback
• Intelligent Automation 
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